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Public Meetings

https://abq-zone.com/ido-updates-2025
2025 IDO Update Get to Know Your IDO

Handout (PDF)
Presentation (PDF)

Video
https://ido.abq-zone.com

IDO Online

THANKS FOR 
PARTICIPATING!

City Council
Land
Use
Planning
Zoning

Environmental
Planning
Commission

Council’s

Committee

October 2025 January 2026 February 2026

Suggestions/comments
abctoz@cabq.gov

Date Time Topic
Tues, July 29 12:00 – 1:00 pm Compost
Thurs, July 31 11:30 am – 1:00 pm Housing
Wed, August 6 6:00 – 7:30 pm All Updates
Tues, August 12 12:00 – 1:30 pm All Updates
Mon, August 25 6:00 – 7:30 pm All Updates

https://abq-zone.com/ido-updates-2025
https://abq-zone.com/sites/abq-zone.com/files/u53/GetToKnowYourIDO-handout-2023-09-21.pdf
https://cabq.zoom.us/rec/share/TnE0qDYLEWRKeleLc0bzVulS9ZDqGjXAjs2uvRSHyPmwcCrLDqh5iERKL7y0e3Y0.aTTSkEyi2EGlFj5h?startTime=1695944200000
https://ido.abq-zone.com/
mailto:abctoz@cabq.gov


PROPOSED CHANGES
SPREADSHEET OF CHANGES

REDLINE EXHIBIT

https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-IDO-Redline-2025https://abq-zone.com/ido-updates-2025

Staff

https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-IDO-Redline-2025
https://abq-zone.com/ido-updates-2025
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CABQ Sustainability:
• Approached CABQ Planning about 

drafting composting ordinance 
regulations

• Draft language discussions
• Reviewed draft IDO language
• Ongoing partnership

NRDC: 
• Provided model ordinance
• Draft language discussions
• Provided national perspective for 

regulating composting through 
zoning
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https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

Residential 
Zone Districts

Mixed-use 
Zone Districts

Non-residential 
Zone Districts

Planned Development 
Zone Districts
Unclassified

Part 2

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap


Table 4-2-1: Allowable Uses
P = Permissive Primary    C = Conditional Primary    A = Permissive Accessory    CA = Conditional Accessory 
CV = Conditional if Structure Vacant for 5+ years  T = Temporary  CT = Conditional Temporary  
Blank Cell = Not Allowed

Zone District >>

Land Uses

Residential Mixed-use Non-residential
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PRIMARY USES THAT MAY BE ACCESSORY IN SOME ZONE DISTRICTS
RESIDENTIAL USES
Household Living
Group Living
CIVIC AND INSTITUTIONAL USES
COMMERCIAL USES
Agriculture and Animal-related
Food, Beverage, and Indoor Entertainment
Lodging
Motor Vehicle-related
Offices and Services
Outdoor Recreation and Entertainment
Retail Sales
Transportation
INDUSTRIAL USES
Manufacturing, Fabrication, and Assembly
Telecommunications, Towers, and Utilities
Waste and Recycling
Wholesaling and Storage
ACCESSORY AND TEMPORARY USES
ACCESSORY USES
TEMPORARY USES

USE TABLE

Table
4-2-1

7-1

DEFINITIONS



COMPOSTING FACILITIES
Use Table + Use-Specific Standard

CHANGE / IDO TEXT
Explanation

Adds a new use to regulate community / 
commercial composting. Defined to exclude 
backyard composting by one household. 

Part 
4

Staff

Definition
Composting Facility
A facility operated by more than one person or household that 
receives organic material to generate compost.

1. Small: 21,870 square feet (½ acre) or less.
2. Medium: Between 21,780 square feet (½ acre) and 2 acres.
3. Large: 2+ acres.

7-1

Part 
4

Item #11
Item #21
Item #75



COMPOSTING FACILITIES
Use Table + Use-Specific Standard

CHANGE / IDO TEXT
Explanation

Adds a new use to regulate commercial/ industrial 
composting. Defined to exclude backyard 
composting by one household. 

Part 
4

Staff

Definition
Composting Facility
A facility operated by more than one person or household that 
receives organic material to generate compost.

1. Small: 21,870 square feet (½ acre) or less.
2. Medium: Between 21,780 square feet (½ acre) and 2 acres.
3. Large: 2+ acres.

7-1

Part 
4

Item #15
Item #27
Item #75

Table 4-2-1: Allowable Uses 
P = Permissive Primary    C = Conditional Primary    A = Permissive Accessory    CA = Conditional Accessory 
CV = Conditional if Structure Vacant for 5+ years  T = Temporary  CT = Conditional Temporary  
Blank Cell = Not Allowed

Zone District >>

Land Uses

Residential Mixed-use Non-residential
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PRIMARY USES THAT MAY BE ACCESSORY IN SOME ZONE DISTRICTS
INDUSTRIAL USES
Waste and Recycling
Composting facility, large C C P P 4-3(E)(14)
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Table 4-2-1: Allowable Uses 
P = Permissive Primary    C = Conditional Primary    A = Permissive Accessory    CA = Conditional Accessory 
CV = Conditional if Structure Vacant for 5+ years  T = Temporary  CT = Conditional Temporary  
Blank Cell = Not Allowed

Zone District >>

Land Uses

Residential Mixed-use Non-residential
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PRIMARY USES THAT MAY BE ACCESSORY IN SOME ZONE DISTRICTS
COMMERCIAL USES
Agriculture and Animal-related
Community garden P P P P P P P P P P P P C C A A A 4-3(D)(1)
Composting facility, small P A A A A A A A P A P P P P A 4-3(D)(2)
Composting facility, medium P A A A A A P P P C C P P 4-3(D)(2)

General agriculture P C P P P A 4-3(D)(4)
INDUSTRIAL USES
Waste and Recycling
Composting facility, large

C C P P
4-3(E)(14)

Recycling drop-off bin facility A A A A A P P P P 4-3(E)(15)



DEFINITIONS
Community Garden + Garden

PROPOSED CHANGE
Explanation

Revised to include composting as an 
incidental permitted activity.

Staff

Part 
7

CHANGE / IDO TEXT
Community Garden
A private or public facility for cultivation of fruits, flowers, 
vegetables, or ornamental plants, including composting as an 
incidental activity, by more than one person or household
family as a primary use of land. See also Composting Facility.

Garden
An area of land managed and maintained as an accessory use 
of land to cultivate fruits, flowers, vegetables, or ornamental 
plants, including composting as an incidental activity, for 
personal or group use, consumption, or donation. See also 
Composting Facility.

Item #74
Item #79
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WILL THIS IMPACT HOME COMPOSTING OR 
COMMUNITY GARDENS?

Definition specifies “more than one person or 
household” to exempt individual households

Definition
Composting Facility
A facility operated by more than one person or 
household that receives organic material to 
generate compost.

Composting Facility is divided into 3 categories 
based on the size of the premises.

1. Small:  21,870 square feet (1/2 acre) or less. 
2. Medium: Between 21,780 square feet (½ 

acre) and 2 acres.
3. Large:  2 or more acres. Community Garden

A private or public facility for cultivation of fruits, flowers, vegetables, or 
ornamental plants, including composting as an incidental activity, by more than 
one person or household family as a primary use of land. See also Composting 
Facility.

Garden
An area of land managed and maintained as an accessory use of land to cultivate 
fruits, flowers, vegetables, or ornamental plants, including composting as an 
incidental activity, for personal or group use, consumption, or donation. See also 
Composting Facility.

Community Garden and Garden 
(accessory use) definitions updated 
to permissively allow composting.
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WHAT ABOUT NEIGHBORS THAT USE A SHARED 
COMPOST FACILITY?

If composting is part of a community 
garden  No change to how this use is 
regulated

Community Garden
A private or public facility for cultivation of 
fruits, flowers, vegetables, or ornamental plants, 
including composting as an incidental activity, by 
more than one person or household family as a 
primary use of land. See also Composting 
Facility.

If composting is  NOT part of a community 
garden  Regulated as a small/medium 
composting facility

Even a small 
planting area 
may meet the 
definition of a 
Community 
Garden.
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WILL THIS MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT TO COMPOST 
IN THE CITY?

• No. This change is intended to support commercial 
and industrial composting by making it clear where 
the use is allowed and what regulations apply.

• Defining the uses creates clarity and predictability.
• Establishing use-specific standards helps prevent 

negative impacts.
• The intent is to expand opportunities for composting 

and to support the City’s sustainability goals.
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WHY ARE COMPOSTING FACILITIES DEFINED BY SITE 
ACREAGE RATHER THAN COMPOST VOLUME?

• Enforcement feasibility: Code Enforcement can verify the 
size of the site, but cannot easily measure compost volume 
during inspections. 

• Operational variability: Compost volume can change 
depending on how the site is managed. 

• Indirect volume control: Other zoning standards, like pile 
height limits and setbacks limit how much compost a site can 
handle.

• City scale planning: Regulating by site acreage helps us 
understand how different types of facilities fit on typical city 
lots.



RESOURCES
Mikaela Renz-Whitmore
Urban Design + Dev. Division Manager
mrenz@cabq.gov

Michael Vos
IDO/Zoning Team Lead
mvos@cabq.gov

Kate Clark
Senior Planner
kclark@cabq.gov

Planning Webpage

abq-zone.com

compplan.abc-zone.com

ABC Comp Plan cabq.gov/planning

Project Webpage

ido.abc-zone.com

Interactive IDO

tinyurl.com/idozoningmap

IDO Zoning Map

ABC-Z Project
abctoz@cabq.gov

See EPC 
Spreadsheet 
for additional 
composting 
resources:

mailto:mrenz@cabq.gov
mailto:mvos@cabq.gov
mailto:mkclark@cabq.gov
https://compplan.abc-zone.com/
https://www.cabq.gov/planning
https://ido.abc-zone.com/
mailto:abctoz@cabq.gov
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