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2023 ANNUAL UPDATE
ARCHIVE DRAFT

EFFECTIVE DOCUMENT
Shows changes in 
red and green text
with footnotes

Includes all changes 
in final form

High-quality PDF – https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/integrated-development-ordinance
Hard copy reference – ABQ Libraries [coming soon!]

https://ido.abq-zone.com

Applies to applications submitted on and after AUGUST 3, 2024

https://abq-zone.com/2023-ido-archive-draft

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/integrated-development-ordinance
https://ido.abq-zone.com/
https://abq-zone.com/2023-ido-archive-draft


WHAT IS ZONING?
a system of laws that establishes 
rights and limits on property

Vision

Goals & 
Policies

Zoning

Albuquerque 
Bernalillo 
County
Comprehensive Plan

14th Amendment: Police Power 
for public health, safety, and welfare 

5th Amendment: Property Rights

“a person may not be deprived 
of property by the government 
without due process of law”

“nor shall any State deprive any person 
of life, liberty, or property without due 
process of law”

U.S Constitution



PLANNING + ZONING
ABC COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
• What we want + why:

• Where to direct growth
• What to protect
• What actions to take
• How to measure progress

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE

Vision

Regulations

• How to get there:
• Tailored rules 

• Centers + Corridors
• Areas of Consistency
• Overlay Zones
• Special places

• Transitions / Edge Protections
• Between Areas of Change + Consistency
• Next to neighborhoodsPolicies

compplan.abc-zone.com https://ido.abq-zone.com

https://compplan.abc-zone.com/
https://abq-zone.com/


EFFECTIVE 
DOCUMENT

Processes

Zones

Uses

Standards

1.   General Provisions
2. Zone Districts
3. Overlay Zones 
4. Use Regulations

Allowable Use Table
Use-specific Standards

5. Development Standards
Dimensional Standards Tables
General Regulations

6.   Administration &  Enforcement
7.   Definitions & Acronyms

Integrated 
Development 
Ordinance

IDO Zoning Map

https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

https://ido.abq-zone.com

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap
https://ido.abq-zone.com/


UPDATES

Processes

Zones

Uses

Standards

2 changes: 
HPOs, NR-SU

Integrated 
Development 
Ordinance

IDO Zoning Map

https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

Part 
2/3

Part 
4

Part 
5

Part 
6

https://abq-zone.com/ido-annual-update-2023

7 changes: 
Cottage Development, Cannabis Retail, Energy Storage System

14 changes:
Acequias, Rail Trail, Construction Mitigation, Parking, Landscaping, 
Lighting, Building Design 

20 changes:
Notice, EPC Appointments, Tribal Meeting, Agency Referrals, 
Facilitated Meeting, Conditional Use, Time Extension, 
Variance, Nonconforming Structures, Amendments

Definitions Part 
7

8 changes: 
Community Residential Facility, Group Home, Nursing Home, 
Overnight Shelter, Garage, Trees, Rock Outcropping, ESS

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap
https://abq-zone.com/ido-annual-update-2023


COTTAGE DEVELOPMENT
CHANGE IDO TEXT

Change Explanation
4 new use-specific standards Increases maximum size to 3 

acres

Requires front porches

Allows duplexes in R-1 as cottage 
development

Adds distance separation for 
cottage developments on local 
streets

Council

Part 
4

4-
3(B)(4)



CANNABIS RETAIL
CHANGE

Part 
4

Council
IDO TEXT

Change 
1. Removes Cannabis Retail as a permissive use in MX-T 

and associated use-specific standards

2. Prohibits Cannabis Retail within 660 feet of another 
Cannabis Retail facility

3. Deletes definition of “Cannabis microbusiness” 

Part 
7



ESS
Energy Storage System

CHANGE

Part 
4

Staff

Change 
1. Requires perimeter wall

2. Requires landscape buffer

3. Requires underground utility lines

4. Sets out expansion / removal standards

5. In Residential zone districts: Max size & concealment standards

4-
3(E)9

7-1



SMALL AREA
Volcano Heights Urban Center – Drive-through facilities

CHANGE MAPCouncil
O-24-11

Part 
4

MX-M
MX-M

MX-H

NR-BP

NR-BP

Urban Center (VHUC)
Allows drive-throughs 

throughout VHUC

4-
3(F)



IDO Part 5 
Development Standards

Rules that set quality standards for development

Context 
Rules

https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-IDO-12-20225-1 DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS
5-2 SITE DESIGN + SENSITIVE LANDS
5-3 ACCESS + CONNECTIVITY
5-4 SUBDIVISION OF LAND
5-5 PARKING + LOADING
5-6 LANDSCAPING, BUFFERING, + SCREENING
5-7 WALLS + FENCES
5-8 OUTDOOR + SITE LIGHTING
5-9 NEIGHBORHOOD EDGES
5-10 SOLAR ACCESS
5-11 BUILDING DESIGN
5-12 SIGNS
5-13 OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap
https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-IDO-12-2022


DIMENSIONAL 
STANDARD 

TABLES:
BY ZONE CATEGORIES

Categories

5-1



SENSITIVE LANDS
Rail Trail Edges [new]

CHANGE MAPPED AREA

MRA

5-2(K)

• Applicability
• Access and connectivity
• Edge Buffer Landscaping
• Wall and Fences
• Building Height Stepdown
• Building Design

Coming soon to 
Advanced Map Viewer / 

IDO Zoning Map

7-1

• Rail Trail = as mapped by AGIS



SENSITIVE LANDS
Rail Trail Edges [new]

CHANGE MAPPED AREAS

MRA
Part 

5

5‐2(K)(5) Building Height Stepdown
• Any portion of a primary or accessory 

building within 20 feet in any direction of 
the Rail Trail shall step down to a maximum 
height of 48 feet.

Exceptions:
• In a DT-MS-PT area.
• Where 100 percent of required outdoor 

seating and gathering areas abut the Rail 
Trail.

• 2 or more street frontages, not including the 
Rail Trail (i.e. corner lots)

5-2(K)



SENSITIVE LANDS
Major Public Open Space Edges

CHANGE IDO TEXT
Explanation

Updates existing lighting regulations to improve 
compliance with State’s Dark Sky Ordinance and 
improve enforceability. 

Part of Outdoor Lighting Amendment

Part 
5

Admin

5-2(J)

7-1



OUTDOOR AND SITE LIGHTING
Replaces Subsection 14-16-5-8

CHANGE
Staff

Part 
5

5-8(A)  PURPOSE
This Section 14-16-5-8 is intended to enhance the 
attractiveness and livability of the city, protect the safety 
of its residents, reduce light trespass between private 
properties, minimize disruption to natural ecosystems, and 
prevent the increase of unnecessary sky glow that reduces 
the visibility of stars in the night sky.

Change 
• Applicability

• Triggers
• Exemptions

• Required Lighting Facing an Alley
• Light Trespass
• Total Lumen Allowance
• Correlated Color Temperature (CCT) and Color 

Rendering Index (CRI)
• Festoon Lighting
• Seasonal Lighting



OUTDOOR AND SITE LIGHTING
Replaces Subsection 14-16-5-8

CHANGE
Staff

Part 
5

Change 
• Applicability

• Triggers
• Exemptions

• Required Lighting Facing an Alley
• Light Trespass
• Total Lumen Allowance
• Correlated Color Temperature (CCT) and Color 

Rendering Index (CRI)
• Festoon Lighting
• Seasonal Lighting

Color Rendering Index (CRI)
A measurement on a scale of 0 to 100 to describe the ability of a light source to render an 
object’s colors as if it were being exposed to natural daylight. A score close to 100 indicates 
that an anthropogenic light source is a close match for natural light.

Correlated Color Temperature (CCT)
The color appearance of light emitted by a lamp. The CCT rating for a lamp is a measure of the 
"warmth" or "coolness" of its appearance and is measured in Kelvin (K).  Lower CCT (2200K) 
appears very warm or amber. Medium CCT (2700K – 3000K) appears “warm white.” High CCT 
(4000K +) appears “cool white” or “blue.”

5-8

https://abq-zone.com/node/1807
https://abq-zone.com/node/1807


OUTDOOR AND SITE LIGHTING
Replaces Subsection 14-16-5-8

CHANGE
Staff

Part 
5

5-8(A)  PURPOSE
This Section 14-16-5-8 is intended to enhance the 
attractiveness and livability of the city, protect the safety of 
its residents, reduce light trespass between private 
properties, minimize disruption to natural ecosystems, and 
prevent the increase of unnecessary sky glow that reduces 
the visibility of stars in the night sky.

Change 
• Applicability

• Triggers
• Exemptions

• Required Lighting Facing an Alley
• Light Trespass
• Total Lumen Allowance
• Correlated Color Temperature (CCT) and Color 

Rendering Index (CRI)
• Festoon Lighting
• Seasonal Lighting

Enforced by complaint5-8



OUTDOOR AND SITE LIGHTING
CHANGE

Staff

Part 
5

Change 
• Applicability

• Triggers
• Exemptions

• Required Lighting Facing an Alley
• Light Trespass
• Total Lumen Allowance
• Correlated Color Temperature (CCT) and Color 

Rendering Index (CRI)
• Festoon Lighting
• Seasonal Lighting

Enforced at Site Plan 
review

5-8



OUTDOOR AND SITE LIGHTING
CHANGE

Staff

Part 
5

Change 
• Applicability

• Triggers
• Exemptions

• Required Lighting Facing an Alley
• Light Trespass
• Total Lumen Allowance
• Correlated Color Temperature (CCT) and Color 

Rendering Index (CRI)
• Festoon Lighting
• Seasonal Lighting

Enforced by complaint

7-1

5-8



NONCONFORMITIES
Nonconforming Site Features

CHANGEStaff

Part 
6

6-
8(G)



R
EV

IE
W

/D
EC

IS
IO

N

Some notice.
Administrative review.

Decided on IDO rules only.

Neighborhood Meeting.
More notice.

Public meeting or hearing.
Decided on IDO rules only.

Neighborhood Meeting.
Lots of notice.

Public hearing.
Rules decided case-by-case.

Comp Plan policies AND IDO regulations apply.

ido.abc-zone.com

Part 
6

Table 
6-1-1

https://ido.abc-zone.com/integrated-development-ordinance-ido?document=1&outline-name=6-1%20Procedures%20Summary%20Table


REFERRALS TO COMMENTING 
AGENCIES

CHANGE
Change 

• Animal Welfare
• Parks & Recreation / 

Open Space 
Superintendent

Part 
6

6-4(J)



REFERRALS TO COMMENTING 
AGENCIES

CHANGE
Change 

• Indian Nations, Tribes, or 
Pueblos

• Tribal Representatives

Part 
6

6-4(J)



REFERRALS TO COMMENTING 
AGENCIES

CHANGE

Part 
6

6-4(I)

Agency Comment Portals
• https://cabq.gov/admin-public-comment
• https://cabq.gov/epc-agency-comment
• https://cabq.gov/zhe-agency-comment

X:\PL\SHARES\PL-Share\IDO Forms\Public Comments\Comment_Portals_IDO_Applications.docx

https://cabq.gov/admin-public-comment
https://cabq.gov/epc-agency-comment
https://cabq.gov/zhe-agency-comment


PRE-SUBMITTAL 
TRIBAL MEETING

• Mailed / emailed offer of meeting to tribal representatives
• Timing

• Tribal reps have 15 days to respond yes/no
• Meeting must be scheduled w/in 30 days of yes

• Facilitated by neutral 3rd party
• Report emailed to all who participated
• Applicant responds to discussion/concerns in submittal

ido.abc-zone.comTable 6-1-1 + Section 6-4(B):

Council

6-4(B)

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/integrated-development-ordinance-1/pre-submittal-tribal-meeting-request

https://ido.abc-zone.com/integrated-development-ordinance-ido?document=1&outline-name=6-1%20Procedures%20Summary%20Table
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/integrated-development-ordinance-1/pre-submittal-tribal-meeting-request


PUBLIC NOTICE
BEFORE APPLICATION

• Emailed notice to Neigh. 
Assoc/Coalitions

• Mailed notice to Property Owners

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/urban-design-development/public-notice

AFTER APPLICATION
• Posted Sign (Applicant)

• Published notice (CABQ)
• [i.e., legal ad in ABQ Journal]

• Web Posting (CABQ)

6-4(J)2

6-4(J)3

Table 
6-1-1

6-4(J)4

6-4(J)5

6-4(J)6 Coming in September: ABQ-PLAN Online Case Tracking
https://cityofalbuquerquenm-energovweb.tylerhost.net/apps/selfservice#/home

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/urban-design-development/public-notice
https://cityofalbuquerquenm-energovweb.tylerhost.net/apps/selfservice#/home


PUBLIC NOTICE
Email Notice

CHANGE IDO TEXT
Explanation

Replaces the "adjacent" requirement with 
660 feet to allow automation of the query 
for Neighborhood Associations. See 
related changes to make distances 
consistent for appeals [6-4(V)(2)(a)]. 

Staff

Part 
6

6-
4(K)

Public Comment Portals
• https://cabq.gov/admin-public-comment
• https://cabq.gov/dho-public-comment
• https://cabq.gov/epc-agency-comment
• https://cabq.gov/lc-public-comment
• https://cabq.gov/zhe-public-comment

https://cabq.gov/admin-public-comment
https://cabq.gov/dho-public-comment
https://cabq.gov/epc-agency-comment
https://cabq.gov/lc-public-comment
https://cabq.gov/zhe-public-comment


M
AI

LE
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/ 
EM

AI
LE

D 
N

O
TI

CE • Emailed
• Neighborhood Associations w/in 660 feet
• Tribal representatives for Archaeological Certificates

• Mailed = property owners w/in 100 feet
• Neigh Association Reps without email address on file 

with ONC
• Required content
• Required forms
• Proof of notice submitted with application

6-4(J)

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/integrated-development-ordinance-1/public-notice

ido.abc-zone.com

Forms:

Table 
6-1-1

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/codes-policies-regulations/integrated-development-ordinance-1/public-notice
https://ido.abc-zone.com/integrated-development-ordinance-ido?document=1&outline-name=6-1%20Procedures%20Summary%20Table


• Property owners w/in 100 feet
• Neigh Associations w/in 660 feet
• Request 15 days prior to hearing
• Facilitated by neutral 3rd party

ido.abq-zone.comTable 6-1-1 + Section 6-4(K):

*

* >100 multi-family units
> 50,000 s.f. nonresidential

FACILITATED
MEETING

https://ido.abc-zone.com/integrated-development-ordinance-ido?document=1&outline-name=6-1%20Procedures%20Summary%20Table


POST-SUBMITTAL FACILITATED MEETING

CHANGEStaff

Part 
6

6-
4(K)



APPEALS
Standing Based on Proximity for Neighborhood 

Associations
CHANGE

Explanation
Replaces "adjacent" with a set distance of 660 feet and 
matches that distance for all other decisions.  See 
related proposed changes to make distances consistent 
for public notice [6-4(K)] and post-submittal facilitated 
meeting [6-4(L)(3)(a)]. 

Staff

Part 
6

6-4(V)



APPEALS
Standing Based on Proximity for Neighborhood 

Associations
CHANGE

Explanation
Replaces "adjacent" with a set distance of 660 feet and 
matches that distance for all other decisions.  See 
related proposed changes to make distances consistent 
for public notice [6-4(K)] and post-submittal facilitated 
meeting [6-4(L)(3)(a)]. 

Staff

Part 
6

6-4(V)



RESOURCES
Mikaela Renz-Whitmore
Urban Design + Dev. Division Manager
mrenz@cabq.gov

Michael Vos
Regulatory Planning Team Lead
mvos@cabq.gov

ABC-Z Project
abctoz@cabq.gov

Planning Webpage

abq-zone.com

compplan.abq-zone.com

ABC Comp Plan cabq.gov/planning

Project Webpage

ido.abq-zone.com

Interactive IDO

tinyurl.com/idozoningmap

IDO Zoning Map

mailto:mrenz@cabq.gov
mailto:mvos@cabq.gov
mailto:abctoz@cabq.gov
https://compplan.abc-zone.com/
https://www.cabq.gov/planning
https://ido.abc-zone.com/
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